
Weekend Mass       St. Lucie Catholic Church 

GUIDELINES FOR LECTORS:  
 

I.  Preparation:  
 

1.   Attend the Lector Practice meeting that is held the last Monday of the month previous 

to the month of your assignment in order to practice the reading at the ambo.  If you 

are substituting for the assigned reader, please make every effort to practice the 

reading adequately before that Mass.  

 

2.   At least one week before your assignment, prepare for reading by using your Lector 

workbook or one or more of the websites listed below to help determine the style of 

the sacred author and to assist in comprehending the reading. For a fuller 

understanding, refer to the bible and read the selection in its context.   

 Some helpful resources are: 

 www.lectorprep.org – this site has all the readings, with historical background and 

scriptural notes to aid in understanding the reading. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/ - this site not only contains the printed readings, but also 

has a podcast with which you can hear all the readings aloud. 

Laudate - #1 Free Catholic App for Iphone.  Daily Readings including the podcast 

from usccb.org are available. 

 

 3.   When practicing, read the passage aloud.  It’s different than reading silently to   

       one’s self.  It is also beneficial to have someone else listen to the reading as it is    

       proclaimed, as we do during Lector Practice.  Ideally, record yourself as you read   

      - a tape recorder can be your best critic. 

 

 4.  Get familiar enough with the reading so that you can make occasional eye           

      contact with the congregation without disrupting the flow of your words. 

 

 5.  For most people, you will do best if you speak louder than you think is      

      necessary and speak slower than you think is necessary. 

 

 6.  Work on varying the speed of your delivery and the pitch of your voice to         

       provide a devout level of animation and emotion to the readings. 

 

 7.  Pray; make yourself an open tool of the Holy Spirit. Not only will you grow   

      spiritually, your delivery of the scripture will really improve. 

 

  

II.  Before the Celebration of the Eucharist:  
 

 1.   Arrive 20 minutes before Celebration of the Eucharist begins.  

 
2.   Check the lectionary at the ambo to make sure it is on the correct page. Review the 

reading as the typeset is often different from that which may have been used in 

practice at home.  Use the side aisle when approaching the ambo to do this, and bow 

to the altar before ascending the stairs. 

 

http://www.lectorprep.org/
http://www.usccb.org/nab/


3.   Check to see if the microphone switch on the control box in the sacristy is in the “on” 

position.  

 

4.   Check to see if there is anything different about this particular Mass.  Ask the 

Sacristan (Fran Rosen) or Father (Celebrant).  Note that when a Deacon is assisting, 

he will read the Prayers of the Faithful and carry the Book of the Gospels in 

procession. 

 

5.   The Offertory gift bearers slip will be brought to the sacristy by a Welcome minister 

(Usher).  Place this slip in the page-protector designated for it (first page) in the red 

book (3-ring binder that includes announcements and intercessions).  

 

6.   Check on the pronunciation of all names so that they can be read clearly and 

correctly.  These include the name of the person(s) for whom the Mass intention is, 

the offertory gift-bearers, lectors, and any names included in the General 

Intercessions (Prayers of the Faithful). 

  

7.   After Father leads a short prayer before the Processional, he will dismiss Lector #1 to 

begin the announcements.  

 

 
III.  Announcements: 

 

1. Lector #1 takes the red book (3-ring binder) from the sacristy to read from. 

 

2. Use the side aisle in approaching the ambo, not the center.  Bow to the altar at the 

foot of the steps before proceeding to the ambo.   

 

3. Adjust the microphone before speaking.  Read the announcements.  Pause slightly 

before reading the reflection. 

 

4. After reading, turn the page to the General Intercessions and place the red book 

underneath on the ambo shelf, leaving it open to that page. 

 

8.   Leave the ambo, stopping to bow before the altar at the foot of the steps again before 

going to the pew designated for lectors.   

 
 

IV.  Processional:  
 

1. The person assigned to the second reading carries the Book of the Gospels in the    

entrance procession, walking behind the candle-bearers.  If a Deacon will be 

assisting, he will process with the Book of the Gospels.  In this case, Lector #2 is 

already seated before the Mass begins. 

 

2. Following the cross and candle-bearers directly up the steps, approach the altar from 

the right side to behind the altar, and place the Book of the Gospels on the book stand 

in the center of the altar.  Do not bow or genuflect before ascending the stairs.  After 

placing the Book in the stand, continue around the altar to descend with the altar 

servers to the foot of the stairs. 



 

3. Genuflect with the priest and the altar servers.  If genuflecting is difficult for you, a 

bow is acceptable. 

 

4. Proceed afterward to the lector-designated pew. 

 

 

V.  First Reading Guidelines: 
   

1. Remain in your pew until the priest concludes the Opening Prayer. 
 

During the 9:30 Mass only:  Wait after the Opening Prayer until Father dismisses 

the children for the Children’s Liturgy before approaching the ambo to proclaim 

the First Reading. (not during the Summer; school year only) 

 
2. Proceed to the center aisle in front of the altar, pause and bow. 

 
3. Continue up to the ambo as the congregation takes their seats and are getting settled 

(or as the children process out of the church). 

  

4. Upon reaching the ambo, adjust the microphone, find where you will begin reading 

in the lectionary, then pause and establish eye contact with the congregation. WAIT 

until the congregation is completely settled and you clearly have their attention. 

 

5. Announce the scripture reading (e.g. "A reading from the book of Exodus"), then 

pause. 

 

6.  Read the scripture & then pause at the end of the reading. 

 

7. Complete the reading with "The word of the Lord." 

 

8. Turn the page to the second reading, if needed. 

 

 10.  Watch for the cantor as he/she comes from the choir loft; coordinating movement 

       away from the ambo to meet with the cantor at the center aisle in front of the     

       altar.  Bow with the cantor and return to the lectors’ pew.  If the cantor does not     

       use the ambo, simply descend the stairs, bow at the center aisle, and return to  

       the pew. 

 

  

       VI. Second Reading Guidelines: 
 

1. After the Responsorial Psalm is concluded, meet with the cantor at the center aisle at 

the foot of the stairs and bow together.  Continue to the ambo.  If the cantor has not 

used the ambo, then simply approach the ambo via the center aisle, pausing to bow at 

the foot of the steps. 

 



2. Upon reaching the ambo, adjust the microphone, find where you will begin reading 

in the lectionary, then pause and establish eye contact with the congregation before 

beginning to read. 

 

3. Announce the scripture reading (e.g. "A reading from the first letter…), then pause. 

 

4.  Read the scripture & then pause at the end of the reading. 

 

5. Complete the reading with "The word of the Lord." 

 

6. After the reading, place the lectionary underneath on the shelf of the ambo to make 

room for the Book of the Gospels on the ambo.  

 

7. Return to the pew via the center aisle, pausing there to bow at the foot of the stairs. 

 

 
VII. Prayers of the Faithful (General Intercessions) Guidelines: 

 

1. Lector #2 will read the Prayers of the Faithful unless a deacon is assisting the priest at 

the Mass. 

 

2. After the conclusion of the Creed, the celebrant will usually give a visual cue before 

beginning the introductory prayer.  Proceed towards the ambo from the center aisle, 

pausing to bow.  

 

3. Devoutly read each petition and wait for the congregation’s response for each one 

before continuing. 

 

4. Remain at the ambo until the priest has concluded the closing prayer; then return to 

the pew, bowing again at the center aisle. 

 

 

      VIII. Final Blessing and Recessional Guidelines: 
 

1. Lectors remain in the pew for the final blessing and Recessional hymn; they do not     

process out with the priest and altar servers. 

 

  2.   After the conclusion of the Mass, lectors bring the red book and the Book of the         

        Gospels back to the sacristy.  By mutual agreement, one or both lectors may do  

        this.  Check before leaving the ambo that the Lectionary is back to the correct page 

        for the first reading in preparation for the next Mass. 
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